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?lie o r i g i n a l  f i r s t  f l o o r  p lan  cons i s t ed  of one l a r g e  r e c t a n g u l a r  room 
wi th  f i r e p l a c e s  a t  each end and a  s e p a r a t e  room i n  the  e l l .  I n  1930 the  
s t a i rway  t o  the  second f l o o r  was removed from t h e  b r i c k  s t a i r h a l l  
a d d i t i o n  and r e b u i l t  i n  the  e l l  on the  e a s t  s i d e  of the  bu i ld ing .  The 
second f l o o r  has a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  and s t a i r w e l l  which d i v i d e  two main rooms. 
l l ~ c r ~  is a s e p a r a t e  room i n  the  e l l .  The p lan  of t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  i s  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of t h e  second except t h e r e  i s  a  crawl-space over  the  two- 
s t o r y  e l l .  There is  a f u l l  basement. 
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The L-sliapcd b r i c k  house-sto,re is 2 %  s t o r i e s  high with a  medium gable roof 
and Fcdcral-Grcek Revival propor t ions .  Most of the  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing  
is F1~:niish bond. The most s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  fca t t l re  is tlif double 
porch wliicli is an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of tlic b u i l d i n g ' s  s t r u c t u r e .  CliamCered 
r<l~:c~:; e~iclln~: i n  lambs' tongues dccor:lto tlic po:;ts of t l r ?  pnrcli. 'Ilir f i r s t  
f l  <>nr ?:.n~il-work brilils t r ade  is a  l n t ( , r  ;icldi.tion, but  the  simple , squ:lrc pas l 
b:tlt~:;lr;i(l<~ on thc  upprr l c v c l  is o r i g i n a l .  Rie b r i c k  arches  a t  c - i  t h c r  cnd 
provide : ~ c c c s s  t o  the  porch. Ihe c e i l i n g  boards llave Federa l  bcnclcd cdgcs,  
A f i n c  Greek Revival doorway and thin-mullioned windows accen t  the  facade 
of the  second f l o o r  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  The openings on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
have becn a l t e r e d ,  bu t  i t  i s  evident  from the  brickwork t h a t  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  form was s i m i l a r  t o  those on the  second f l o o r .  The windows and 
doors have been inf luenced by the  Greek Revival s t y l e  whi le  Federa l  
inf luence  can be seen i n  the  f l a t n e s s  of the  decora t ion .  The chimneys 
on each s i d e  of the  bu i ld ing  a r e  f l u s h  t o  the  wallg.. A b r i c k  s t a i r h a l l  
w a s  added a t  t h e  back soon a f t e r  t h e  house was b u i l t .  A l l  o r i g i n a l  
windows have p l a s t e r  sheathed l i n t e l s .  
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h e r e  a r e  some o r i g i r m l  doors  and mantels remaining. The o r i g i n a l  s ta i rwa 
t o  the  t h i r d  f l o o r  has a  hand-hewn b a n n i s t e r  and o r i g i n a l  b a l l u s t e r s .  
Third f l o o r  rooms r e t a i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h a i r - r a i l  mouldings. The o r i g i n a l  
i n t e r i o r  l a t h  a n d , p l a s t e r  cons t ruc t ion  can  be seen  i n  the  s t a i r w e l l  t o  
t h e t h i r d  f l o o r .  
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Five i n s i g n i f i c a n t  frame a d d i t i o n s  have been added a t  the  back w e r  the  
years .  
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I I i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e  ~ i l l i a m s - B r o w n  House-Store has always been an important  
1.andmark i n  Salem. B u i l t  around 1837, t h e  s t o r e  prospered because of  i t s  
i d c n l  l o c a t i o n  on Main S t r e e t ,  once p a r t  of  t h e  "Great Road" West t o  
Tennessee and Kentucky. I n  1876 i t  became s o l e l y  a  dwel l ing  u n i t  when a 
s t o r e  a d d i t i o n  was added on the  western s i d e .  A t  t h e  dea th  of the  b u i l d e r ,  
William C. Wil l iams,  who was a l s o  one of t h e  b u i l d e r s  of Salem's f i r s t  
c o u r t  house, the  house-s tore  was passed on t o  J. R. C. Brown, h i s  son-in- 
law, i n  whose family i t  remained u n t i l  1963. The Brown fami ly  has 
c o n t i n u a l l y  been one of  the  most prominent i n  Salem. 
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A prominent l o c a l  landmark, the Williams-Brown liouse-Store is one of the  
b r s t  cxamplcs of  ea r ly -n ine teen th  century  a r c h i t e c t u r e  remaining i n  the  
l ~ i s t o r i c  town of Salem. The house-s torc  is a l s o  a  r a r e  s u r v l v a l  of a  
eommcrcial b u i l d i n g  form t h a t  was once p reva len t  i n  t h e  towns a long the 
Valley Pike. Of the  fcw remaining examples of t hese  double-porch-fronted 
b u i l d i n g s ,  the  Williams-Brown House-Store is one of the  most s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y .  I ts porches a r e  incorpora ted  i n t o  t h e  main s t r u c t u r c  
of the  bu i ld ing  r a t h e r  than a t t ached  ' a s  'appendages. The b r i c k  a rches  a t  
t h e  f r o n t  co rne r s  of  t h e  s i d e  w a l l s  were used t o  make en t r ances  t o  t h e  co rn - rc i  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g . i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  normal p e d e s t r i a n  flow. Archi- 
t e c t u r a l  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  is ev iden t  n o t  only i n  t h e  i 
c a r e f u l l y  ccnsibtent  wer-all des ign  b u t  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  d e t a i l .  
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